Ocean Acidification

Education and Community
Engagement in False Creek '
Creating Canada's First National Urban Marine Park

UBC student project lead: Tara Brudar
Community Partner: False Creek Friends Society
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& This project advanced ocean acidification knowledge
and community engagement in False Creek,
emphasizing the importance of Indigenous Knowledge
for waterway restoration and a sustainable future that
promotes traditional food sovereignty.

s Long-term codlition-building was facilitated to
support FCFS's initiative to turn False Creek into
Cadnadd's First National Urban Marine Park by 2030.
Key events included:
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In partnership with FCFS, a World Oceans Day (WOD) Fair was
held in Leg-in-Boot Square with booths from Georgia Strait
Alliance, Raincoast Conservation Foundation, Sierra Club BC,
SFU School of Information Technology, and Water Rangers. Tara
Brudar, the grant beneficiary, led a booth on ocean acidification.

At Circles in the Square, a community feast was led by
Leona Brown, an Indigenous knowledge keeper from
Gitxsan and Nisga'a nations. Leona shared the
importance of waterways, Indigenous culture, and food
sovereignty for a sustainable future in False Creek. A
roundtable followed, where attendees discussed
practical steps to protect and restore the area.
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At the feast, attendees identified two
feasible actions to help restore the
waterway:

1. Revegetating an unclaimed section of the
intertidal zone in False Creek.

2. Implementing a youth cutdoor education
program to connect youth with the
waterway. FCFS is now implementing this
feedback in action planning.

Familiar faces attended the community feast,
reflecting long-term support for FCFS's goal to
make False Creek Canada's first National Urban
Marine Park by 2030. Attendees included Fred
DeNisco, AKA The Orca Man, a prominent orca
whale advocate.
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Achievement of learning objectives, overcome challenges,
and applicability of learning to future endeavors.

& Build confidence in public speaking and facilitation to
strengthen coalition-building.

& Gain experience leading ethical, inclusive conservation
projects, particularly with local Indigenous communities.

& Enhance science communication skills for diverse audiences
with varying educational backgrounds.
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& Gained experience and confidence in public

speaking and group facilitation through speaking at
the WOD fair and facilitating the community feast.

& Successfully collaborated with Leona Brown,
Indigenous Knowledge Keeper; she described the
discussion as “fantastic” and plans to continue
working with False Creek Friends Society.

. Educated community members of all backgrounds
about ocean acidification outside an academic

&

setting, improving science communication skills.
Demonstrated by high community interaction with
educational posters at WOD booth, attendee
engagement and participation at the community
feast, and a feedback survey completed by feast
attendees.

Credits: Jayden Inniss.
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% Organizing the World Oceans Day fair, particularly
coordinating community partners, securing a venue and
facilities, arranging volunteers, developing event messaging,
and promoting the event.

» Securing a space for the community feast and ensuring
turnout due to multiple venue cancellations and unavailable
invitees.

 Meving Forward | D>

& This project helped me gain confidence and skills in
leading community-based initiatives, including bilateral

collaboration with community partners, public
speaking, budget allocation, volunteer coordination,
organization of facilities and catering, and fostering
long-term relationships in conservation. It also provided
experience working respectfully with Indigenous
communities and amplifying Indigenous voices in
conservation.

These skills and experiences are fundamental to

leading just, inclusive conservation projects in the
future, and will underly my career in conservation both
academically and professionally.
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