Report Back: FireWeave Festival CCEL Chapman & Innovation Grant
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Executive Summary
OnJuly 25-27, | delivered FireWeave Festival an arts and research festival celebrating post

wildfire community resilience. During my Masters in Geography, | followed the recovery and
response of the Bridge River Valley to the 2023 Downton Lake Wildfire. As a member of this remote
community, community engaged research approaches have been fundamental to how | conducted
my Masters research. Part of that responsibility, for me, was to bring the research findings back to
my community and sharing those findings in a way that resonated with the culture. | partnered with
the Bridge River Valley Community Association to deliver a three day festival that in addition to
presenting findings, enabled other local artists and knowledge holders to respond to similar

questions | had been grappling with.

Communications and Marketing
To promote the festival, | developed a multiphase social media and physical marketing campaign. |

designed, printed, and distributed these materials around the communities of the BRV. | have

included those materials in Appendix A



Community Collaboration & Events Offered
As a remote community, it is important to note that smaller populations mean smaller event participation. That’s why | partnered with the

Mining for Gold Writers Retreat to align our festivals for the same weekend, capitalizing on the shared buzz for each of our events and

building cross over with other writers and thinkers. We worked closely to build an itinerary that enabled participants from both festivals to

participate. Below is the final schedule for the combined festivals. In addition to this collaboration, | worked to secure collaborations with

three community members to lead and co-lead workshops sharing their knowledge of the environment, the fire, and their artistic practice.

Morning 9-
12pm

Afternoon
1-5pm

Evening 5-
9pm

Thursday July 24th |Friday July 25th Saturday July 26th Sunday July 27th
M4G FWIM4G FW M4G FW M4G FW
Writing @ Writing @ Writing @ Install artwork in
Schoolhouse Schoolhouse Schoolhouse |GBCC
Celebration Cook Out
Lunch @GBCC
Particioant Regan Guided walk to Gillian Research talk
Arrival?& Paint & Gillian's Artwork back & Wildfire Film
Welcome Sip 3;30- @Flagpole Look out Screening director
5:30 3;30-5 Q&A
Participant Author Jess J. Pine Needle
Arrival & Tyax Lodge Readings Basketry Exhibition |Open Mic/Gallery night 7pm
Welcome Social 7pm @Bralorne & Workshop




Participant Engagement

Event No. of Outcomes Notes
Participants

Paint&Sip | 12 Located at a lookout over the burn zone, One participant
local artist Regan Dixon facilitated highlighted how in
participants painted responses to the some areas of the
changing natural environment. Some burn, tree bark was
participants used berries and other dye blackend but they
producing plants to paint with in addition to | remained standing
traditional paints. Participants were then demonstrating for her
able to share back what they painted and hope and resillience
their experience of the wildfire

Guided 30 | co-lead this event with Michelle Nortje, a We were able to catch

Hike & Art local ecological knowledge keeper who the fireweed blooming

Walk was also present during the wildfire and in the burned areas
has been documenting the changing and Michelle & | were
ecology post fire. Together we mapped an able to talk a bit about
easy hiking route through several different fire ecology
fire affected landscapes including a
salvage logging pile, a regrowing fireguard,
an unburnt area, and a severely burnt area.

Pine 10 Jess Johnson, a first-time workshop leader, | One participant upon

Needle shared her traditional knowledge of pine leaving remarked that

Basketry needle basket weaving with ten it was difficult to
participants. This complicated craft uses come to the event due
the needles of ponderosa pine trees, a fire to grief and loss in the
evolved species. Many participants shared | community but
their experiences of the fire while weaving shared that weaving
both from an evacuee and non-evacuee together made them
perspective. Participants shared how they feel better and was
each played a part wildfire recovery. | glad they had joined
installed three thesis art pieces along the
path. We stopped along the way to talk
about materiality, fire, and fibre arts.

Community | 50 This event was hosted at the Gold Bridge We accidentally

BBQ,
Research
talk back,
and
Wildfire
film
screening
w/ director
Q&A

Community Club. The Gun Lake Fire
Protection Society joined to table and
showcase their new wildland fire truck. As
a last minute addition, | was able to screen
episode 4 of the Knowledge Network’s
Wildfire which profiled the fire and clean up
operations of the Downton Lake Fire. We
were also able to host the showrunner and
director Kevin Eastwood for a Q&A with the
community. | presented my ethnographic
research findings showing how the
landscapes of the BRV pre and post wildfire

downloaded the
Described Audio
version of the film
which | found made
the film much more
intense. | reflected on
this in the conclusion
of my thesis
reiterating my
arguments for
engaging with wildfire




are emotional landscapes showing that the
rural home, when risked by fire, extends
well into the more than human world

through a critical
disability lens

Gallery
Show &
Open Mic

50

This event was co-produced between me
and the Mining for Gold Writers Retreat. |
Installed artwork made from the events
earlier in the weekend along with my own
pieces | made as part of the thesis. We
commissioned a piece by Jessica Johnson
and she delivered an artist talk back about
her experience with the fire and inspiration
behind her piece.




Indigenous Liaison
Jessica Johnson acted as our Indigenous liaison to encourage members from the local upper

St’at’imc nations to participate in the weekend. She contacted several people in her network and
travelled to Lillooet to garner support but unfortunately was not able to secure interest. The BRV
has been a very strong white settler community that is only recently engaging with Indigenous
histories and sovereignty. These events and invitations are an important first step in demonstrating
changing values and opening the community to improving relationships with St’at’imc members.
These relationships are especially difficult to build in the geographic context where the BRV

communities are located an hour or more from any St’at’imc communities.



Appendix A: Marketing Materials

FIREWEAVE ARTS FESTIVAL

July 25th-27", 2025

FRIDAY

Paint n’ Sip
with Regan Dixon
3:30-5:30pm, Kingdom Lakes
Lookout

SATVURDAY

Guided Hike & Landscape Art
Installation
With Gillian Der & Michelle Nortje
3:30-5pm

Pine Needle Basketry workshop
With Jessica Johnson
6pm, Haylmore Heritage Site

SUNDAY

FREE community BBQ
Bridge River Valley Community
Association X UBC
12-3pm, Gold Bridge Community
Club

Downton Lake Wildfire Research
Talk Back
Gillian Der, UBC Geography MA
2-2:30pm, Gold Bridge Community
Club

Open Mic Night & Gallery Show
Hosted by Mining For Gold
Writers Retreat
7pm, Bralorne Community Church



FIREWEAVE ARTS
FESTIVAL

JULY 25™- yuLy 27™, 2025

Celebrating Post-Wildfire Resillience Through the Arts

FRIDAY

Paint n’ Sip
with Regan Dixon
3:30-5:30pm, Kingdom Lakes Lookout

SATURDAY

Guided Hike & Landscape Art
Installation
With Gillian Der & Michelle Nortje
3:30-5pm, Flagpole Lookout Hike
trailhead

Pine Needle Basketry workshop
With Jessica Johnson
6pm, Haylmore Heritage Site

SUNDAY

FREE community BBQ
Bridge River Valley Community
Association
12-3pm, Gold Bridge Community
Club

Downton Lake Wildfire Research
Talk Back
Gillian Der, UBC Geography MA
2-2:30pm, Gold Bridge Community
Club

Open Mic Night & Gallery Show
Hosted by Mining For Gold Writers
Retreat
7pm, Bralorne Community Church

TO SIGN VP FOR A WORKSHOP CONTACT:
MANAGER@PEBRIPGERIVERVALLEY.CA OR CALL 250 238- 2534

‘With support frem UBC's Centre from Community Engaged Learning



FIREWEAVE
ARTS FESTIVAL

Painting Workshops | Landscape
Installation Art | Guided Nature
Walks | Basketry Workshops|
Open Mic & Gallery Show

=t A
Sod U

for more info or to register contact:
manager@bridgerivervalley.ca or 250 238-2534

Supported by UBCs Centre for Community Engaged Learning




WIN A DOOR PRIZE!

Thanks so much for coming to
FireWeave Arts Festival!
Enter here for a chance to win a
copy of Fire Season III or a one
night stay at Tyax Lodge

Keep you ticket stub, prizes will
only be awarded to those present




FIREWEAVE ARTS FESTIVAL
July 25™- July 27", 2025
Bridge River Valley

‘With support from UBC’s Centre from Community Engaged Learning












el
N













